
DOOR COUNTY MAY 22 – 15, 2016 

June 22, 2016 Sunday 

After leading / attending worship at Delafield Presbyterian Church and at Kirkland Crossings, we (Bob and Jan) packed up 

the car and headed north to Door County.  We followed Curt Brewer’s advice and took some secondary roads through 

towns like Kewaunee and Algoma where we saw the lake up close and filled up the gas tank. 

 

 

 

 



We followed the road north into Door County, enjoying the increasingly beautiful scenery and the blossoming cherry 

trees as we drove through Sturgeon Bay, Carlsville and Egg Harbor. At the crest of the bluff just south of Fish Creek we 

were awed by our first panoramic view of the Bay and surrounding woodlands. 

 

We drove slowly through Fish Creek making mental notes of places to visit later, and easily found our way to 

Northhaven and the condo which was to be our home during our vacation.  The size and elegance of the condo  

were much more than we had anticipated.  

    

 
This is downstairs. Upstairs were three sizeable bedrooms and two baths – all very lovely. 

The view out the livingroom windows overlooks a patio and a great green yard  

that is large enough for a football field.  



It felt like we were at a private resort because there were scarcely any other people seen 

around the condominium community this week. 

After getting our things settled we got back in the car and drove north about ½ mile where we had dinner at 

Alexander’s.  Bob had New York strip and Jan had a petite filet. The dinner was excellent.  Afterwards we drove to 

Ephraim where we experienced the lovely sunset. Back at the condo we relaxed, read, watched a little t.v. and then had 

a superbly restful night of sleep. 

 

 



 

Monday, May 23rd – Adventures Galore! 

We started out into the beautiful morning on our first full day of adventures by heading into the heart of Fish Creek for 

breakfast at the White Gull Inn. Bob had cherry-stuffed french toast and Jan had a vegetarian omelet. So delicious!  We 

were glad we got there by 9:00 AM as people seemed to be gathering at the entrance as we were departing.  

 

 
 

 
 



We walked down to the end of the block to look out over the bay at sunset beach. 

 

 

 

 



Back in the car, we drove through Peninsula State Park on the shore road, stopping for photos and making plans to come 

back later for a closer ride-through.  Below: can you spot the couple riding tandem thru the woods? Not us. 

 

 
Eagle Bluff Lighthouse 



 

Beautiful vistas around every turn in the road! 

 

 
 

 

After our drive, we headed to the shopping area and browsed the stores of Fish Creek for awhile, filled our water bottles 

and headed back to Peninsula State Park where we… 

 



 

Rented MOPEDS! 

 
The young man very patiently and respectfully instructs us on driving our vehicles. 

 
Jan is lovin’ this moped!  “Let’s buy them to strap to the back of the trailer!” 



 

 

Bob checks his messages! 



 

 

We drive off the four-wheel roads to the Blossomburg Cemetery and then continued on the bicycle path (which we were 

given permission to use) through the woods for a specified distance. We startled a deer who was standing in the road 

and were able to hear so many birds and smell the wonderful wildflowers.   

  

Forget-Me-Nots                        and                                   Trillium   



 

 

 

We returned unscathed to the relief of the young man at ‘Edge Of Park Rentals’ and headed next to ‘Not Licked Yet’ for 

some custard.  We bought it in a dish so we could quickly head to the piers and eat with a view of the beautiful bay. 



 

The day was not done!  We were re-energized by the custard and decided to head to the six-hole, par 3 golf course 

which is across the road from the big, busy, difficult golf course.  Both courses are part of Peninsula State Park. 

 
 

We had the course all to ourselves and could have do-overs whenever we felt the need! 



 

After golfing we got back in the car and took a scenic drive on Cottage Road past some spectacular homes built along the 

bay at the southwest end of Fish Creek. We followed it up Gibralter Bluff and back onto Hwy 42 which looped us back 

into downtown Fish Creek again. 

After our busy day we went to the condo community indoor pool for a quick refreshing swim and a few minutes of 

relaxation in the hot tub. We were the only ones there – aside from froggy! 

 



 

There’s even a T.V. on the wall so we can watch the Cubs game… or HGTV 

 

 

Dinner on Monday night at The English Inn  

 



 

We both ordered fish entrees which were wonderful. 

 

 

We originally sat outside at a fire-table, but the winds were too strong so we headed inside  

before the entrees were served. 



 

We enjoyed the view of outside through the window by our table. 

  

Sunset Beach at night 

 

Tuesday, May 24th – Further adventures 

Tuesday began with a drive to Sister Bay for Swedish Pancakes, eggs and sausages at Al Johnson’s restaurant. This is the 

place with a grass roof and real live goats grazing up there and welcoming the guests.  The pancakes were awesome and 

the gift shop was full of Swedish, Finnish, Scandinavian items, including lingonberries!  Bought a few jars of those for us 

and to share.  We enjoyed a stroll to the pier after breakfast and shopping.  



 

 

 



 
Sister Bay harbor 

 

Looking back at Al Johnson’s from the pier 

 

 



From there we kept heading the rest of the way up through Ellison Bay and Gills Rock to Northport where the ferry can 

take you (and your car) across Porte de Morte (“Death’s Door”) to Washington Island.  We learned a little history and 

geography from the man selling tickets for the ferry but just observed this time and didn’t take the trip. 

The road is winding its way to the tip-top of the peninsula. This photo doesn’t show all its curves. 

  

We had heard of the place on the outskirts of Ellison Bay called The Clearing. We recalled that Jessie Vigliocco, our 

elderly neighbor and church member from Coal City, had a son who worked there many years ago. Surely he must be 

retired by now, but Jan was curious to learn more about the place so we stopped. Sure enough, a woman who greeted 

Jan said that Matt Vigliocco had retired but lived across the street from her. We asked her to pass along our greetings. 

The Clearing is a folk school – a place of diverse educational experiences for adults to learn in the folk school tradition.  It 

is set amidst quiet forests.  The founder of The Clearing was Jens Jensen whose goals were to establish a place where one 

could feel kinship with the earth and reassess one’s life. It is listed on the National and State register of historic places. 

 

 

 



 
This is the Jens Jensen Visitor’s Center at The Clearing. 

I picked up some of their guides and literature, bought some books and bookmarks, and left with a wish to come back 

here in the future as a student.  

 
From the sublime to the ridiculous – Next stop was Pirate’s Cove Miniature Golf 

 



   
 

       
 

                                            

 



Throughout much of the afternoon we browsed through shops in Ephraim, Egg Harbor, and Fish Creek, sampling cherry-

delicious items and making a few purchases.  Eventually, Bob rested at Bayside Tavern while Jan kept shopping.  Just as 

we started back to the car, it began to rain. We ducked inside The Barrell Room which was quite fortunate as we 

enjoyed sampling their olive oils, wine and fudge. And then bought some.  Since Juniper’s restaurant was just next door 

with a lovely outside 2nd floor dining deck (which was protected from the elements) we made it our dining destination.  

What a great place!  Through thunder and hard rain we stayed dry and warm with the large fire-tube next to our table. 

We split a full rack of cherry bbq ribs with fries and cole-slaw! Truly scrumptious!  

   

                                                

  

 

After the rain stopped we made our way back to the condo, to the pool and hot-tub, and rested well through the night. 

It is so very peaceful – no sounds of traffic, airplanes, or even people or pets!   

 

Wednesday, May 25th – One final excursion 



Jan took an early morning walk around the condo community and discovered a wooded pathway  

behind the condos… a delightful surprise!  Then it was time to pack up our belongings and  

bid farewell to these lovely accomodations. 

 

Many of the beatiful blossoms on the trees blew off with the wind and rain Tuesday p.m.  

but they were in fabulous full bloom Sunday and Monday. 

Before leaving Door County we stopped for the Trolley Tour.  The driver was an excellent tour guide and explained much 

about the history and geography from Egg Harbor up through Ephraim as we drove along.  He took us to many of the 

places we’d already seen in Peninsula State Park plus a few we had missed. All were unique experiences. 

                           

 



There was a low-hanging fog hovering above the bay.  This is looking across from the park toward Ephraim: 

 

Below is the way it looked as the trolley took us from Peninsula Park across to Ephraim so we 

could look back at the peninsula: 

 

 

As soon as the trolley returned us to its station (North of Egg Harbor) the clouds lifted and sunshine returned. 

 

This was a fabulous, fun-filled trip and gave us both the rest and energy we needed to return to the  

tasks of the weeks prior to retirement and moving!   



THANK YOU TO DELAFIELD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
AND 

THE BREWER FAMILY 
FOR THIS WONDERFUL GIFT 

 

PIRATE BOB 

AND  

 

HOTWHEELS JAN 

 

GOD IS GOOD   ALL THE TIME 

 


